Questions
Question 1
· a.Describe the aims of the Human Rights Act 1998, and the ways in which it seeks to ensure that individuals’ rights under the European Convention on Human Rights are protected in the United Kingdom’s courts.
Aims of the Human Rights Act 1998
The Human Rights Act 1998 is an Act of parliament of the United Kingdom which received Royal Assent on 9 November 1998 and came into force on 2 October 2000, its aim was to incorporate into UK law the rights contained in the European Convention on Human Rights .The Act was also to make a remedy for breach of a convention right available in UK courts without the need to go to the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg.
How the Human Rights Act 1998 ensures that individual rights are protected in United Kingdom’s courts
Section 6 of the act provides that it is unlawful for public authority to act in a way that is incompatible with a convention right (that is it cannot act in a way that would breach any of the rights in the convention whereby it is a positive duty placed on public authority to uphold the convention rights)
Section 3 of the Act obliges the court to read and give effect to legislation in a way that is compatible with the convention rights meaning that when considering any piece of legislation a court must interpret in line with the convention rights (for example any family law provisions have to be considered in the light of Article 8: the right to respect for private and family life)

b) Describe how the membership of the European Parliament is decided, and the Parliament’s main roles in the EU.
The membership of European Parliament
[bookmark: _ftnref1] The general rules for the composition of the European Parliament are laid down in Article 14(2) of the TEU, which stipulates that the European Council shall adopt by unanimity, on the initiative of Parliament and with its consent, a decision establishing composition. It also states that Parliament is to be composed of no more than 751 representatives of the EU’s citizens (750 Members plus the President). In addition, the representation of citizens is ‘degressively proportional’, with a minimum threshold of six members per Member State. No Member State can have more than 96 seats. Degressive proportionality means that although the total number of seats is allocated on the basis of Member State population size, more populous Member States agree to be under-represented in order to favour a greater representation of less populous Member States: the larger the country, the smaller the number of seats relative to its population. This concept has been further defined in the successive European Council Decisions taken under Article 14(2) of the TEU since the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty. The United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the EU necessitated a rethink about how the country’s 73 seats should be redistributed. Following a proposal by Parliament  on 28 June 2018 the European Council adopted a decision establishing the composition of Parliament after the elections in 2019 The total number of seats was cut from 751 to 705, with some Member States seeing their share increased. The number of MEPs to be elected in each Member State was agreed as follows: Germany 96; France 79; Italy 76; Spain 59; Poland 52; Romania 33; the Netherlands 29; Belgium, Greece, Hungary, Portugal, Sweden and the Czech Republic 21; Austria 19; Bulgaria 17; Finland, Denmark and Slovakia 14; Ireland 13; Croatia 12; Lithuania 11; Latvia and Slovenia 8; Estonia 7; Cyprus, Luxembourg and Malta 6. However, Article 3(2) of the decision also provided that should the UK still be a Member State at the beginning of the 2019–2024 parliamentary term (i.e. in June 2019), the number of MEPs per Member State would remain the same as the preceding term until the UK’s withdrawal became legally effective. The withdrawal agreement entered into force on 31 January 2020.
[bookmark: _ftnref4]After every election, Parliament has to meet, without requiring to be convened, on the first Tuesday after expiry of an interval of one month (Act of 20 September 1976). In accordance with Article 229(1) of the TFEU, Parliament must also meet, without requiring to be convened, on the second Tuesday in March each year.
The roles of EU Parliament
1. Guard human rights and democracy of EU, the members of the parliament are primarily responsible for representing citizens at EU level and defending their interests to EU leaders and the institutions 
2. The Parliament decides jointly with the council of the EU on laws that affects the daily lives of EU citizens through the use of parliamentary committees such laws include freedom of travel, consumer protection food safety and environment 
3.The parliament has budgetary powers along with the council of the European Union  a 7 year financial framework is adopted and the annual budget is approved, it also monitors EU funds to ensure correct use of funds 
4. It approves international agreements and treaties concluded by the EU and that includes the UK’s withdrawal agreement from the EU 
5. It has a role in electing the president of the European commission

(45 marks)
Question 2
Decide whether the first-named person in each of parts (a), (b) and (c) has committed an offence under the Ivory Act 2018, using only the extracts from the Act provided in Box 1.
  a) Olivia inherited an ivory replica of the Taj Mahal from her great-grandfather, who was in the British Raj (British Crown rule, which was imposed in India from 1858–1947). She knows that it is worth over £1,500 but, because she feels ashamed of its colonial connotations, she sells it to a local imam (a person who leads prayers in a mosque) for £500. She donates the money to a charity that supports refugees who have just arrived in the UK.
(10 marks) Olivia has not committed an offence under the Ivory Act 2018 because the item is dated 1858-1947 hence the item was acquired before 1947 which is exempted from prohibition (S7)(1)(a) although it a replica of ivory which is an offence in (S1)(5)(b) that is dealing with an item that has ivory in it and importing the item into the United Kingdom under (S1)(2)(e) and therefore selling to the imam (S1)(2)(a) 
b) Paul’s great-aunt gave him, as an 18th birthday present, a portrait miniature of her grandfather, painted on ivory. The portrait miniature is dated 1898, and is registered under Section 10 of the Ivory Act 2018. The oval picture has a visible surface area of 300 cm2. It is surrounded by a metal frame, and the area of the whole object is 330 cm2. Paul sells the portrait miniature to a local antiques dealer for £250, and spends the money on cocaine.
(15 marks)
Paul has not committed any offence because the Ivory Act 2018 under (S7)(1)(a) exempts the item from prohibition if its pre-1947 and the item was dated 1898 , the item is registered under section 10 (S7)(1)(d) hence exempted from prohibition , (S6)(20) for the purpose of subsection (1)(a) the surface area of a portrait miniature does not include any part consisting of or covered by a frame , (S)(1)(a) if the item is a pre-1918 portrait miniature with a surface of no more than 320 cm is exempted from prohibition since paul gift had a surface area of 300cm 
[bookmark: _GoBack]C) Anand is looking for a very special present to give to his girlfriend to celebrate the birth of their first baby. He sends an email offering £1,200 to buy a 1930s necklace that he sees advertised on the internet. The necklace is registered under Section 10 of the Ivory Act 2018. The necklace is a string of pearls with an ivory clasp that comprises 7% of the total volume of the necklace.
(20 marks) 
Anad has committed an offence in the Ivory Act 2018 (S1)(2)(b) by offering or arranging to buy a gift to her girlfriend and dealing with item that has ivory in it (S1)(5)(b) and the item is dated 1930 thus it’s not exempted from prohibition the item is exempted if it’s a pre-1947 (S7)(1)(a) although the item he intended to buy is registered under section (S7)(1)(d) and the volume of ivory in the item is less than 10% of the total volume of the material of which the item is made (S7)(1)(C)
Extracts from the Ivory Act 2018
Note: An ellipsis (…) has been used to indicate places where words from the Act have been omitted. You should not attempt to research these missing words.
1 Prohibition on dealing in ivory
(1) Dealing in ivory is prohibited.
(2) “Dealing” in ivory means—
· a.buying, selling or hiring it;
· b.offering or arranging to buy, sell or hire it;
· c.keeping it for sale or hire;
· d.exporting it from the United Kingdom for sale or hire;
· e.importing it into the United Kingdom for sale or hire.
[…]
(5) In this section “ivory” includes—
· a.an item made of ivory;
· b.an item that has ivory in it.
[…]
(6) Sections 2 and 6 to 9 set out exceptions to the prohibition.
6 Pre-1918 portrait miniatures
(1) An item that has ivory in it is exempt from the prohibition if—
· a.the item is a pre-1918 portrait miniature with a surface area of no more than 320 cm2, and
· b.it is registered under section 10.
(2) For the purposes of subsection (1)(a) the “surface area” of a portrait miniature does not include any part consisting of or covered by a frame.
7 Pre-1947 items with low ivory content
(1) An item that has ivory in it is exempt from the prohibition if—
· a.the item is pre-1947,
· b.all the ivory in the item is integral to it,
· c.the volume of ivory in the item is less than 10% of the total volume of the material of which the item is made, and
· d.the item is registered under section 10.
(2) For the purposes of subsection (1)(b) ivory is “integral” to an item if it could not be removed from the item without difficulty or without damaging the item.
Question 3
a. Indicate the order in which you should have gone through these steps to answer Question 1:
· i.make notes
· ii.plan your answer
· iii.read the question and associated advice
· iv.write your answer
· v.retrieve the information.
(1 mark)  (iii) (v) (i) (ii) (iv)
b. Which one of the steps in part (a) did you feel most confident about? Give reasons for your answer.
(3 marks) step IV writing my answer, this is the step I was confident because the information I sourced for was the best for me to answer the question as required by the instructions that were provided and gathering information from different sources 
c. Which one step in the IRAC method of answering problem-style questions did you find most challenging? Give reasons for your answer
(3 marks) step iii reading the question and associated advice this is the step that I found most challenging for me because the strict formats offers little to no room for expansive discussion thus limiting the depth of the analysis 
d. Look at the TMA 01 feedback your tutor gave you on the PT3 form and on your script.
· i.Choose one quotation of up to 25 words that you found helpful, and quote it in your answer. This quotation will not be included in your word count.
‘’The OU Law Undergraduate Assessment Guide contains definitions of works used in TMA questions and provides a guidance on in-text citations and the reference list ‘’
· ii. Explain how you plan to use the piece of feedback you have quoted when you are preparing TMA 03.
I will use the OU law Undergraduate Assessment Guide to source for information is that is required to the questions in the best way that is expected and it will me to make in-texts citations where necessary to avoid plagiarism 
(3 marks)

Learning outcomes
This TMA tests the following learning outcomes:
Knowledge and understanding:
· describe the purpose of the Human Rights Act 1998, and its potential effect on individuals’ ECHR rights in the UK courts
· describe the composition and roles of the European Parliament.
Skills:
· access, and make notes on, information from a range of sources
· write using a clear and logical sequence of sentences and paragraphs appropriate for the level of study, subject and audience
· answer a problem-style question
· reflect on your own learning.












General advice
The OU Law School Undergraduate Assessment Guide  contains definitions of words used in TMA questions, and provides guidance on in-text citations and the reference list that you must produce and include at the end of your work. You should read this guide before attempting TMA 02.
It is important to write in your own words. This means that you should explain the content of the module materials by reformulating the information within them.
Every sentence in your TMA must contribute to your overall answer.
No marks are awarded for referencing on this TMA, but you should ensure that you include at least one in-text citation, and a full reference, for Units 8 and 9. Your tutor will give feedback on this aspect of your work, for which marks will be available from TMA 03.
Your answers to Questions 1 and 2 must be written in the third person, avoiding the use of words such as ‘me’ and ‘you’.
Your answer to Question 3 should be written in the first person – that is, using ‘I’, ‘me’, ‘my’, etc.
You must demonstrate the ability to find and select relevant material.
It is very important that you are clear about exactly what you are being asked to do, and you must address the questions.
You should check your TMA carefully before submission, ensuring that you correct any spelling or grammatical mistakes.
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